
Food and Nutrition Division
Nutrition Assistance Programs

This product was funded by USDA. 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Fraud Hotline: 1-866-5-FRAUD-4 or 1-866-537-2834 | P.O. Box 12847 | Austin, TX 78711
Toll Free: (877) TEX-MEAL | For the hearing impaired: (800) 735-2989 (TTY)

School Operations
Update

Alexandra Molina
Director for School Operations

1

Updated 6/24/2026
www.SquareMeals.org

https://www.texasagriculture.gov/


Seamless Summer Option (SSO) Age/Grade Group Waivers 2

SSO meals must meet the meal pattern requirements for the NSLP and SBP, as appropriate. SFAs 
operating the SSO should make every effort to follow the required age/grade group portion sizes when 
serving meals. 

SFAs operating Open and Restricted Open sites under the SSO may apply for an SSO Age/Grade Group 
Waiver to serve only one portion size if the site has difficulty serving each age/grade group 
requirements.  

If the waiver is approved by TDA, the SFA is allowed to serve the portion size consistent with the most 
commonly served age/grade group at the site. SFAs must evaluate which age/grade group this is.

Reminders: 
• SFAs should only submit the SSO Age/Grade Group Waiver to TDA after the SSO site has been 

approved in TX-UNPS.
• SFAs submitting the waiver must include why the site cannot meet the age/grade group requirement. 



Open/Restricted Open SSO Sites and TEA Safety Protocols

Texas Education Code 38.022, School Visitors
A school district may require a person who enters property under the district's control to 
display the person's driver's license, another form of identification containing the person's 
photograph issued by a governmental entity, or, if applicable, the person's district employee or 
student identification card. The person must provide the identification on request.

Texas Education Code 61.1031 School Safety Requirements
Requires all exterior doors to remain closed, latched, and locked unless actively 
monitored.  Main entry points must allow for visual identification of visitors and have a 
physical barrier that prevents unassisted access before check in.

Public schools operating SSO Open and/or Open/Restricted sites must plan for community 
participation to avoid restricting child access to meals.
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Update Information in TX-UNPS 4

School food authorities (SFAs) are responsible for ensuring that the information in the Application 
module in TX-UNPS is accurate and current.

SFAs should review and update and contact information, program participation details, and other data 
as changes occur. 

It is crucial that the information is correct for the Administrative Review (AR) and Procurement Review 
(PR).
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5NSLP/SBP 2026-2027 AR/PR Schedule

The 2026-2027 NSLP/SBP Administrative Review (AR)/Procurement Review (PR) 
list of school food authorities (SFAs) is available at

https://squaremeals.org/Programs/National-School-Lunch-Program/Compliance

273 SFAs total including 52 SFAs with FSMC contracts

Procurement Reviews (PR) (off-site) for SFAs contracting with FSMCs will begin in 
July 2026.  

On-site Administrative Reviews (AR) will begin in October 2026.
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Attachment B Upload
Opens: July 1, 2026
Closes: October 31, 2026

Who needs to complete the Attachment B Upload:
• SFAs operating standard counting and claiming (including Universal Free)
• SFAs operating CEP or Provision 2, not district-wide
• SFAs operating Provision 2 in the base year
• RCCIs with day students

What to Submit for Attachment B Upload:
• School Meal Application – Paper
• School Meal Application – Online (if applicable). 
• School Meal Application Instructions – Paper and Online
• All Eligibility Template Letters, including Direct Certification letters
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In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain 
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program 
or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained 
online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. 
The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to 
USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email:
program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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